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"h ny dot I g0€$ you lind ol hod om !o.lin lile. Tfi€re w6i i0 literret or (ellphoner, ro you becone nore (eotive. whot you did do, you becorne good
dt," roid lobbie Annt Don(e Sludlo lounder Borltro Snrhll shown wilh her doughter, Surie, ond don(ing tludorlt.

Bobbie Ann's Dance Studio still bustlins after 60 vears
ly n.be(d Sowlld

ith a tune from Disney's "The Little
N{ermaid" playing in the back-
ground, 46-year-oid Susie Snlith

glidee a.ros! th€ old wood flLror of he.
Elkton dance studio, her eyes fixed on the
group of young dancers tip{oeing their way
to the next formation.

The ensemble of 6- and 7-year-old girls,
dressed in pink leotards, white tights and
rvell-rsorn ballet slippers, are just her first
group of students for thenight. In the hours
to follow, the studio will bustle with elegant
dancers, many of who have attended reg!-
larlv since earlv childhood.

Bobbie Anns Dance Studio has been a
lonstime fixiure in downtown Elkton, and

its 60th year of business in Cccil County
Susie's nlother, Barbara Smith, opt'ncd

thc studio in September 19.17 s hen she wns
just 16. Non 77, Barbara has retir€cl lrom
teaching, but in her spare time she still peoks
in on classes - an cas! task sirrce she lives
in the same house thrt connects to the vin-

"l used to not mind when thc children of
my students came in and the grandchildren,
but the great-grandchil.hen bothers me. It's
gone so fasi, ii's scrry," Barbara saicl. "lt
nakes me proud to be here so lon& but it
also rnakes vou feel so old."

Susie not{ operates the studio, i\,hich con-
tinues to offer local dancers lraining in basic
dance iechnique, including baUel tap, jazz,
ballroom and oiher tradirronal dance forms.
The studio also incorporates acting into the
school curriculum, producine one larse-

' 
Barbara still rcnienbefs hei first recital,

titled "Talk oi ihe To$ n, and hns saved the
original 19J8 progranr. Nlanv of the dancers
froDr the production still live in Elkton, she
snid, and are now in their 60s and 70s.

r\ lifelong resideni of Elkton, Barb,rra
decided io o|en the llance studio afler grad'
uating from high school, irhere students
onlv aitended uniil agc 16. Though she had
an interest in TV production, vears of dance
instruciion inspired her io open the busi-

"ln my dav, I gless you kintl of had one
goal in tife. There llas no lntemet or €ell
phones, so you became more creative. What
),ou did do, you became good at. I guess
I opened the sludio because I just kept on
takhg {dance lessons)," Barbara said. "Now



At local dance studio, not much has changed but the mu
80lBl! Ailil'i from poge (l stands next to the current around that survive 60 years, mother operated the busi- th"at doesft mean teachint group of youn

studio. AJter seveEl years, especialy doinS som6thing ness for dkades, Susie pre is the same as it was whe; ing arouni ttre
I don't know what kids do. Barbara purchased another like this," Susie said, refer- fers that class sizes r€main BarbaG started the studio six it'aclearthatth
They have so rnany differ- ploperty on East Main Street, ring to the studio's continu- small, enabling teachers to decades ago. is still tfuiving
ent tlings to think about tt's wher€ she continued to teach ing success. give each dancer individual Times have changed, she Elkton.
much b-etter rf you have a before moving to the current loday, the business caters att€ntion. said. whil€ music, "dancing "You have t
goal." lDcahon in 1958. to aboutS0studentt some as "Not much has chang€d. and the creative arts wer; heart for this, r

The business betan in her "I think it's Breat be€ause young as 2 and otheE well We keep things about the once a higNy respected part to know that e
mother's home, which now there s not too many praces into theh 20s. lust * n* 

fift",,"1"1l:1" 
were in ihe gt*Tll.:"t"Trl;ig:J,"i?$""1i ::fi:gi+?'X$

Susie added: "We have than there once was. a child can be
rncolporated a few of the "What I hate now is I hard- person in th€ w
more modem things, like ly know a child who takes a can bdng them
hip-hop, but we are very ha- piano lesson or talcs a sing- right song and c
ditional here." int lesson or plays the violin. got to mak€ ea

Though the studio has There's so much cultlre lost important, and
resisted conforming. to her€ anymore," she said. makes you wan
today's fast-paced standards, But }dth an enertetic ing to do_this.".
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Surie 5r th, lolt, porlornr ! ddn.e rouline whlla leoahlng on rdvolred <lorr llurrdoy ot lollie fun'r
oofta Sl'dio n' fllro". 3.clT1e_s Ever!


