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Bobbie Ann’s Dance Studio stil

By Rebecca Sewald
rsawald@cecilwhig.com

ith a tune from Disney’s “The Little
Mermaid” playing in the back-
ground, 46-year-old Susie Smith

glides across the old wood Hoor of her
Elkton dance studio, her eyes fixed on the
group of young dancers tip-toeing their way
to the next formation.

The ensemble of 6- and 7-year-old girls,
dressed in pink leotards, white tights and
well-worn ballet slippers, are just her first
group of students for the night. In the hours
to follow, the studio will bustle with elegant
dancers, many of who have attended regu-
larly since early childhood.

Bobbie Ann’s Dance Studio has been a
lonetime fixture in downtown Elkton, and

its 60th year of business in Cecil County.

Susie’s mother, Barbara Smith, opened
the studio in September 1947 when she was
just 16. Now 77, Barbara has retired from
teaching, but in her spare time she still peeks
in on classes — an easy task since she lives
in the same house that connects to the vin-
tage studio.

“I used to not mind when the children of
my students came in and the grandchildren,
but the great-grandchildren bothers me. It's
gone so fast, it's scary,” Barbara said. “It
makes me proud to be here so long, but it
also makes you feel so old.”

Susie now operates the studio, which con-
tinues to offer local dancers training in basic
dance technique, including ballet, tap, jazz,
ballroom and other traditional dance forms.
The studio also incorporates acting into the
school curriculum, producing one laree-
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“In my day, | guess you kind of had one goal in life. There was no Internet or cell phones, so you became more creative. What you did do, you became good
at,” said Bobbie Ann’s Dance Studio founder Barbara Smith, shown with her daughter, Susie, and dancing students.

bustling after 60 years

years.

Barbara still remembers her first recital,
titled “Talk of the Town,” and has saved the
original 1948 program. Many of the dancers
from the production still live in Elkton, she
said, and are now in their 60s and 70s.

A lifelong resident of Elkton, Barbara
deeided to open the dance studio after grad-
uating from high school, where students
only attended until age 16. Though she had
an interest in TV production, years of dance
instruction inspired her to open the busi-
ness.

“In my day, I guess you kind of had one
goal in life. There was no Internet or cell
phones, so you became more creative. What
you did do, you became good at. I guess
I opened the studio because I just kept on
taking (dance lessons),” Barbara said. “Now
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1 don’t know what kids do.
They have so many differ-
ent things to think about. It's
much better if you have a
goal.”

The business began in her
mother’s home, which now

stands next to the current
studio. After several years,
Barbara purchased another
property on East Main Street,
where she continued to teach
before moving to the current
location in 1958.

“I think it's great because
there’s not too many places

around that survive 60 years,
especially doing something
like this,” Susie said, refer-
ring to the studio’s continu-
ing success.

Today, the business caters
to about 80 students, some as
young as 2 and others well
into their 20s. Just as her
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Susm Smith, left, performs a dance routine while teaching an advanced class Thursday at Bobbie Ann’s
" Dance Studio in Elkton.

mother operated the busi-
ness for decades, Susie pre-
fers that class sizes remain
small, enabling teachers to
give each dancer individual
attention.

“Not much has changed.
We keep things about the
same as they were in the
1940s,” Barbara said.

Susie added: “We have
incorporated a few of the
more modern things, like
hip-hop, but we are very tra-
ditional here.”

Though the  studio has
resisted conforming_ to
today’_s‘f._as_b-pacégi standards,
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that doesn’t mean teaching
is the same as it was when
Barbara started the studio six
decades ago.

Times have changed, she
said. While music, dancing
and the creative arts were
once a highly respected part
of culture for her generation,
Barbara sees far less interest
than there once was. E

“What I hate now is I hard-
ly know a child who takes a
piano lesson or takes a sing-
ing lesson or plays the violin.
There's so much culture lost
here anymore,” she said.

But mth an energetic
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